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From the Headteacher  

Welcome to our first monthly newsletter of the 2024-2025 academic year. September has been a 

productive and positive month for us at SMRT. I hope you find the information in our Newsletter helpful. 

 

We are hoping to launch a new format for our parent/carer newsletter for our October edition, which I hope 

you’ll find a welcome upgrade to the current layout.  For those families for whom English is not their first 

language, they can convert any of our electronic documents viewed via a browser into their preferred 

language using the translate option, by clicking on the column of 3 dots in the top right-hand corner.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Open Evening/Mornings and Admissions 

Our open evening and mornings for entry into Year 7 in September 2025 were extremely well attended as 

usual. Our students did an excellent job of talking about their experiences of life at SMRT. We are very 

proud of them all and are proud of our School. Thank you to parents and carers who have taken the time to 

share positive feedback. 

 

If any of your friends who may be considering applying to SMRT have any queries about the Governors’ 

Admissions Policy, please suggest that they contact Mrs Botting, our Admissions Coordinator 

(bottingg@smrt.bristol.sch.uk) who will be more than happy to support them. 

 

For those of you applying for siblings, it is very important that you complete the Local Authority 

application form (https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/secondary-apply). In addition, 

complete the school supplementary form, which is available online via our website (link) – scroll to the 

bottom of the admissions page and use the ‘click here to apply’ button. Our closing date is matched with 

the Local Authority, i.e., Thursday 31 October 2024.  It is best to contact Mrs Botting with any queries 

before Friday 25 October as the School will be closed then for the holiday for a week. 

 

We also have the first of our Sixth Form Open Evenings for entry into Year 12 in September 2025 on 17 

October. 

 

 

September 2024 

mailto:bottingg@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/secondary-apply
https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/index.php/admissions
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Attendance 

Whenever a child is absent from school our attendance administration team will make contact with 

parents/carers on that day if we have not been provided with a reason for the absence. This contact will be 

repeated throughout the day so that we can account for the absence. This is an important aspect of our 

safeguarding procedures. Please do ensure that you respond to the request for information and better still 

notify the school in the morning if your child is going to be absent due to an unplanned situation e.g., 

illness. Please follow this link for an explanation of our procedures for notifying the school of absence for 

unplanned reasons e.g., illness.  

 

Clubs 

We have a number of clubs on offer for our students.  Many of these are run at lunchtime.  For example, 

STEM club takes place nearly every day at lunchtime in Room B6 and is specifically for students in Year 7 

to Year 9. We also have an Eco-club, FemSoc, Christian Union, Prayer Space, chess club, Maths club, and 

many others, including a variety of Sports clubs (for example, Basketball, Netball, Tag Rugby, and 

Badminton).  Students can just turn up at these clubs as we value their contribution and want them to feel 

part of our school community.  Clubs are a great way to make new friends and learn new skills. 

 

Year 11 

A ‘Road Map’ for Year 11 parents/carers was given out at the Meet the Tutor event recently, which lists all 

the key dates by month up until May 2025, when the study leave/exam period starts.    The first of these 

key dates is the Year 11 study skills evening for parents/carers on Tuesday 8 October 2024.  This will start 

at 6pm in the Main Hall. A message about this has already been sent to Year 11 parents/carers.   

https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/_site/data/files/why-smrt/curriculum/curriculum-ks4/Y11-Roadmap-Parent-
Carer-Version.pdf 
 

Alive Points  

Our students have already been awarded large numbers of positive Alive points this Term.  These totals 

include those awarded during morning registration.  You can find a table of these points at the bottom of the 

home page of the SMRT website (correct as of 25 September). 
 

Müller Equiano Franklin Johnson Liddell 

8773 5979 4920 5022 4486 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

8773 8394 4961 5100 1952 

 

Senior Students (Year 13) 

Our Senior Students this year are Zianna, Ben, Omar, BB, Katie, Kevin, Lilah, Tati, Julia, Jack, Shahmaad-

Hafza, Nehal, and Daisy.  Some will have been at SMRT throughout Y7-11, but many were not, and come 

from many different schools across Bristol.  I’m sure they will all be able to contribute to the sixth form in 

their own unique way. I thank them all for their commitment to this important role. 

 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

Year 11 students will be having assessments between Monday 11 November and Friday 22 

November.  We are planning for these assessments to take place in the hall and gym, and some smaller 

rooms.  As in previous years, it is important that students revise for these assessments as they will help us 

to make decisions about predicted grades and, in some subjects, tiers of entry for exams.  A revision topic 

list will be sent out in early October. There will be a further round of Year 11 assessment at the start of 

March 2025.  Students will receive more detailed information about the arrangements for the November 

https://stmarysredcliffe.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk/parents-and-carers/attendance
https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/_site/data/files/why-smrt/curriculum/curriculum-ks4/Y11-Roadmap-Parent-Carer-Version.pdf
https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/_site/data/files/why-smrt/curriculum/curriculum-ks4/Y11-Roadmap-Parent-Carer-Version.pdf
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assessments in due course.  Please contact your Child’s tutor or a member of the Year 11 team if you have 

any queries. Please follow this link for the names of key staff in the Year 11 team. 

Free School Meals 

We know that the circumstances of many parents and carers change, and if you are not already registered 

for free school meals and think you may be entitled, please do register. This also helps the school as some 

of our funding is allocated on the percentage of students on free school meals. You can apply for free 

school meals if you get any of these benefits: 

• Universal Credit if your household income is less than £7,400 a year or £616.67 a month after tax 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (as long as you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• If we find your child is eligible for free school meals, they'll remain eligible until they finish their phase 
of schooling (primary or secondary) on 31 March 2025 

 

The Local Authority website, has all the information you need and you can apply ‘on line’.  Please contact 

our FSM Administrator, Mrs Cooper, if you need more information (coopere@smrt.bristol.sch.uk). 

 

Community News 

We say goodbye to Miss Kaigg, who has been working to support some of our Art and Photography A 

Level students.  We wish her well in her next steps.  We are also saying goodbye to Mr Smith, who has 

been working as part of our DT team to cover a maternity leave.  We wish him well. 

 

Del Planter, Headteacher 

 

Send Parents’ and Carers’ Support Group  

We run termly group meetings for our parents and carers of students who have special educational needs. 
This is a chance to meet with others over a cup of tea and a biscuit, to share ideas and strategies, and to 
ask any questions you may have about support and school. We often having visiting speakers to talk on 
various topics relating to school and SEND support.  These are run by our SENDCo Pippa. 
Our next group meeting is 4pm - 5pm on Tuesday 22nd October , here in school. All are welcome - please 
let us know on learningsupport@smrt.bristol.sch.uk  if you plan to attend!  
 

Mrs Whittaker  

 

A-level Geography Trip  

On 25th September, almost 40 students from the A-level Geography department went to Bristol University to 
attend a brilliant Geographical Association talk by the journalist Dipo Faloyin on his book 'Africa is NOT a 
country'. The talk delved into the historical past of the continent under colonial control and the impact this 
had on the narrative that has ever since haunted the continent and its geography.  
Across the next few months, upcoming GA lectures at the University will focus on topics as diverse as 
Climate change and the Arctic, Urban Regeneration and Volcanic hazard risks so we encourage students 
to attend where they possibly can to gain an invaluable and in-depth knowledge of aspects of the subject. 

Mr Killen  

 

https://stmarysredcliffe.ovw6.devwebsite.co.uk/students/pastoral
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/schools-learning-and-early-years/travel-and-free-school-meals/free-school-meals
https://parent.bristol.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/travel-and-free-school-meals
mailto:coopere@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:learningsupport@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
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School Uniform  

If you have any uniform that you no longer need that you would like to donate to our second hand uniform 
sale please bring it in and give to Mrs Miller on student reception. Thank you for your support.  
  
Mrs Miller   

 

 

Dates for the diary  

 

Click here to visit our website calendar for up to the minute dates.  

 

 
 

The full school calendar will be available Click here on the school website (School Life, Calendar). While correct at the time of 

publication there are occasional changes to the dates above, so for the latest information please refer to Options Form In the 
calendar on the website. If you don’t have computer access and would like to receive a paper copy of the Newsletter, please 
contact Mrs Chaibi chaibih@smrt.bristol.sch.uk  

 
St Mary Redcliffe & Temple School, Somerset Square, Bristol BS1 6RT T: 0117 3772100 | enquiries@smrt.bristol.sch.uk  

 
 
 

  
 
 

October 2024 

 

Tue 1 Oct 

Y13 Biology Field  

Equiano House Eucharist 

Senior Maths Challenge  

Friends of SMRT Meeting   

Wed 2 Oct Y13 Parental Briefing  

Mon 7 Oct Y12 Folder Check starts  

 

Tue 8 Oct 

Y11 Apprenticeship Fayre  

Sixth Form Progression Trip 

Y11 Study Skills Evening  

 Thur 10 Oct Child Development Trip  

Y13 Maths Assessment T1  

Tue 15 Oct Early Entry UCAS Deadline  

Thu 17 Oct Post 16 Open Evening  

Thu 24 Oct Y7,Y10 & Y12 Settling in Gradesheets sent home  

Child Development Trip  

Fri 25 Oct Last day of Term 1  

https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/
https://www.smrt.bristol.sch.uk/
mailto:chaibih@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
mailto:enquiries@smrt.bristol.sch.uk
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Disclaimer  

We sometimes share details with you of external clubs and non-school lettings, such as sports groups and 

clubs that are not necessarily affiliated to the school directly.  Please note that we do not endorse these 

products or services and that if you purchase any of the products or services offered by these external third 

parties, you are purchasing directly from the third parties, and not from SMRT. We are not responsible for the 

offerings of these third parties and do not assume any responsibility or liability for the actions, products, or 

services of these third parties. They may have their own terms and policies which you should review carefully. 

 


